The Churchhill at Roald

The Sunday school.


The Roald Sunday school started in 1904.  To begin with they used the basement in newly built Roald Elementary School situated at the junction just below.As time went by, the thought of building a Sunday school in a house of its own was established.In 1925 a local committee started to collect money to build a house where the old church at Roald used to be.

Mr. Grimnes, an architect, made the drawing of a small cross-church of bricks.  Mr Smidt, a mason from Sykkylven was given the job to build the house.The work started in 1928, and was finished in 1930. It was a lot collective work, and among other things, the locals took part in 

transport.  This was led by Jacob Rørvik (Eirik-Jacob).  He was a Sunday school teacher, and was a very  dedicated person..

During the building period, people came with different parts from the old church at Roald.   They tried to weld the old church bell.  It was 

broken when they tore the church down. But it did not have the same sound, so they melted it and made a new bell.  This was done at the 

site.This bell and the chandelier made by Tavle-Jacob, was put on its place at the Sunday school.The ceiling is painted with angel motives, performed by Peson, a Finnish born artist living in Ålesund.

This was the first  house in Norway, built only to be a Sunday school, and probably it is also the only one left.

The Churches.

It is established that the first church in this area was built around 1100. At this time the Blindheim Family was one of the most powerful in Norway, and had a strong influence during the Civil war that  lasted for about 200 years.

The first written material is from 1291.  A man, "Siri Lodve in Vigra(The minister Lodve at Vigra) is mentioned in a letter from the Arch 

Bishop.  Since a minister lived here, it is most likely that the area had a church.  The church was a "Mary-church".

It is claimed that the church was just below the hill, but this is uncertain.Later, at least 3 churches were built on the hill itself, but we only 

have information about the 2 latest.

Hans Strøm, who wrote "A Description of the County of Søndmør from 1767, says that the first church established here was a "small plain stave church". Around 1767, the church that was there was built of timber, and the 

choir of staves.  These must have been the remainders of the last stave church.In 1756 it was struck by lightning, and it was so badly damaged, it was torn down.

A new cross church of timber was built.  The inventory was made by Jacob Sørensen Giskegaard (Tavle Jacob) as written on the alter piece.The church from 1757 lasted till another church was built at Blindheimsreset, Vigra in 1894.  The old church was not looked after, 

and it was decided to tear it down.  This happened in 1896.  The material and inventory from the church was divided among the farmers at 

Vigra.

The Cemetery

The cemetery has probably been in use for more than 800 years.  Finds of human bones shows that the cemetery has been considerable larger than to day.The last person was buried just after 1900.Tavle Jacob was buried here, but no one knows the exact spot.The Nicoll Family, ministers for two generations, have their tombstone just inside the gate.

